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NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER  

 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Dear Saints of Newton, 

 
Christmas has come! I always get tickled at the people who take down their decorations before 
they go back to work on December 27. Christmas is a season that lasts until January 6th, the Day 
of Epiphany. You know, once I was in a committee meeting at Presbytery for my first meeting. 
The leader said, “We haven’t met in a while, so let’s go around, and each of you tell us all some-
thing memorable that happened in your life.” When they came to me, I said, “well, my daughter 
who was born on Epiphany was baptized on Pentecost!” That ended the conversation! 
 
I wonder if we can learn to live by the calendar of the Church, rather than the schedule of modern 
America? That would be pretty hard, even for those of us with that inclination, but we could try. 
Could we keep the twelve days of Christmas, not with Ten Lords A-leapin’ but with the kind of joy 
and celebration they deserve? Can we keep Epiphany with the same energy we have for New 
Year’s Day? As we read the gospel during January, we are aware of what W. H. Auden called “an 
unpleasant whiff of apprehension at the thought of Lent and Good Friday which cannot, after all, 
now be very far off.” Indeed, Lent begins this year on February 26th – not far off at all. This cycle 
of the calendar leads us to periods of self-examination interspersed with seasons of joy and cele-
bration. That what is good for us. That is how we are created – to rejoice at the coming of God our 
Savior. We rejoice, for Jesus has come to live among us, to share the Way of God with us, to teach 
us how to love one another, to rebuke our easy prejudices, and finally to die for us, so that our sin 
is not held against us. 
 
We rejoice at the birth of a child, born at a time when many babies did not live into childhood, 
much less become adults. We rejoice at this birth, that it was a success. We rejoice that Jesus lived 
at all! And we rejoice for what he did and said in his life, and in his death, and finally, in his resur-
rection! That is the great celebration of Easter. He rose from the dead; as my professor said, “the 
man got up!” 
 
This birth changes everything. You know how it is when you have a child: you can’t just decide on 
the spur of the moment to go to the movies. You have all of this equipment; the car seat, the dia-
per bag, all the extra supplies. You have to find a babysitter. Spontaneity goes out the window, for 
a baby’s life must be planned. Well, think how the birth of Jesus changes things. We don’t need all 
of that equipment, but we find everything is different. Where we had trudged through life without 
much expectation for the future, now we have hope! Where we had lived with same dull entertain-
ments, now we have joy! Where we had been alone, now we have love! Yes, it is Christmas! Let the 
celebrations begin! 
 
Pastor David 



The 2020 Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Cor-
poration of First Presbyterian Church will take place  

Sunday, January 26, 2020  at 10:45 a.m. in the sanctuary. 
 

This meeting is for the purpose of receiving the  
annual report of the Session; receiving the 2020 budget 

which has been approved by Session; electing a  nominating committee representa-
tive,  and approving changes in the Terms of Call of the Minister.   

 
This is an important gathering for the congregation.  Please make every  

effort to be in attendance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Walker Brown 

 

4 Ada Lail 

 

7 Richard Arrowood 

 

9 Carolyn Shetler 

  Tommy Yount 

 

10 Jon Joplin 

 

12 Lee Combs 

   

 

14 Elise Yaussy 

 

17 Lauren Holcomb 

 

18 Bob Neill 

 

21 Jeannie Clark 

  Mimi Michael 

  Michelle Deese 

  Lucinda Jones 

 

22 Ann White 

  Lucy Miller 

 

23 Peggy Templeton 

 

24 Sandra Teubner 

 

25 Madeline Roquemore 

 

28 Ann Stalnaker 

  Addie Joplin 

 

30 Jim Gargis 

  Jim Payne 

  Madelyn Philhower 

 

 

 

 

Dear Congregation, 

 

Heartfelt appreciation is extended to the congregation of First Presbyterian 

Church, Newton; the Personnel Committee for the warm reception following the 

8:45 a.m. service on Sunday, October 20th. A special thank you to Sandra Teub-

ner for her kind remarks.  

 

Indeed it is my privilege to be able to share my time and talents with those attending the 8:45 

service. My prayer is always with hope that the music will prepare hearts and minds for wor-

ship and lead others in song to glorify our Lord. 

 

Thanks again for your support and kindness. 

      Susan Albano 

      Organist, 8:45 a.m. service 



News of the Church Family 

Prayers for those with Recent Health Concerns 
CHURCH MEMBERS: Robin Miller, Nancy Beers, Rachel Eneix, Frances Ennis, Gile Sievers,  

Frankie Sigmon, the Inscoe family, Lee Cranford, Julie Jones, Heidi Jonas, Gary McDonald,  

Deward Clark, David McCart, Barb Forshey, Barry Wilson, Peggy Carmichael, John & Edythe  

Taylor, Sondra Phillips 

 

FRIENDS & FAMILY:  Pam Bruner, Frank Young, Darnell Hamilton & family, Elaine Hoyle & family, BJ, Linda Hawkins, 

Dorinda Todd, Bill Childs, Alfreida Bowman, Patti McCoy, Herbert Forsythe, Esperilla family, Denis Hedrick, the Ottenberg 

family, Mike Waugh, Linda Beddingfield, family of Bob Tallent, Sharon Helms, Doreen Magnani, Nancy Whitford, Mervin 

McGee, Billy Ray Fox, Johnny Keadle, the Harvle family, the Kiser family, Doug Belcher, Tom Banks, Cheri Glaze, Carolyn 

Miller, family of Cheryl Doolittle, Neal & Misty Ledbetter, Richard McGee, Caitlan Reese, Jese Shannon, the Drummond 

family, Lynne Watts, Maverick Steelmon 

 

Prayers for those with Long-term Health Concerns: 
CHURCH MEMBERS: Ed Nolley, Ed & Peggy Carmichael, Pete Keel 

 

Prayers for those in Assisted Living/Homebound: 
CHURCH MEMBERS: Virginia Coley, Dennis DeBalso, Betty Epps, Betty Fieselman, Dee Ledbetter, Charlie Major, 

Allen Myers, Johnsie Abernethy, Jenny Miller 

 

Prayers for those in Military: 

 John Hardin, U.S. Army, Ft. Sill, OK 

 (Cindy Baldwin’s nephew) 

 LCDR William G. Bickel, Jr., U.S. Navy, Norfolk, VA 

   (Bruce & Cathy Murdock’s son-in-law) 

Captain Joshua Smith, U.S. Marines, Camp Lejeune, NC  

   (Brenda Smith’s son) 

Captain Christopher Walker, U.S. Army, Fort Knox, KY 

  (Tammy Walker’s son) 

 

Prayers for Missionaries and International Faith Partners            
Lawrence & Inge Sthreshley in Congo; 

Gary & Marlene Van Brocklin in Sri Lanka; 

Our partners at Faith Ministry in Reynosa, Mexico; 

Rev. Dr. John McCall in Taiwan; 

Madeline Roquemore YWAM Perth 

 

Prayers for El Redentor, our Sister Church in Guatemala: 
 For the well being of all members of our sister church 

 For all scholarship students 

 For Dayana Rodas, who is studying nursing with a university scholarship 

New Members Meeting 
 
Are you interested in joining the congregation, or learning 
more about its ministries? If so, you are invited to join us after 
worship in the parlor (near the elevator) on Sunday, January 
12, 2020 for a light lunch and informational meeting! Those 
who want to join the congregation may do so at this meeting. 
Please contact David Roquemore for more details! Hope to see 
you there! 



FPC Newton is blessed with an 
excellent and thorough pro-
gram of congregational care. 
The Care Team Ministry is 
an active ministry and avail-
able to all members of our 
church family, in good times 
and bad.  If you are facing par-

ticular challenges or difficulties, or you just 
feel like you need additional love and care, 
we are ready to care for you!  
 

Care Team Members are: 
 Sylvia Bajorek Faye Morgan 
 Texie Doolittle  Sylvia Payne 
 Lottie Ethridge Carole Roddy 
 Barb Forshey  Susan Roquemore 
 Robin McGraw Penn Waldron 

 
 
 

The next Care Team meeting will take place 
Tuesday, January 21st, 2020 at 5:00 

p.m. in the conference room. 

2019 Budget         552,000.00 

Gifts/Tithes Budget through 11-30-19                     487,667.00 

Gifts/Tithes Receipts through 11-30-19                     455,489.49 

Actual Expenses through 11-30-19                   445,588.28 

Bank Balance  10-31-19                                              113,818.38 

November Income                                                          35,842.50 

November Expenditures                                               40,545.31 

Bank Balance 11-30-19                     109,115.57 

Financial Stewardship Report 
Newsletter Article Deadline 

The newsletter is usually pub-
lished monthly on the last 
Wednesday of the month. The 
deadline for articles is Wednesday 
noon prior to the Wednesday that 

it is published. This is a FIRM DEADLINE.  E-
mail articles are preferred. Send them to Kim at 
kberry@fpcnewton.com. However, handwritten 
articles are welcome.  
 
To Our Visitors . . . If you are receiving our 
newsletter for the first time, perhaps it is be-
cause we just heard that you had moved into our 
neighborhood or you have visited FPC. We would 
like to extend to you a warm welcome to this com-
munity and most especially to any activity in our 
church. If there is any way we can help you, 
please let us know.  

The Book Club meets on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. 
in the conference room.   

Join in as your schedule permits. 

Please e-mail Becky McRee at 
raiamnc@gmail.com if you have 

questions about the Club. 

 
January 21st  

“Educated” by Tara Westover 
 

February 25th 
“My Cousin Rachel” by Daphne du Maurier 

Community Sunday Suppers  
Sundays - 5:30 p.m.  

Fellowship Hall    
 

     Hosts   
January 5th  Beth Eden Lutheran 
January 12th Trinity Baptist 
January 19th FPC Youth 
January 26th Catawba Valley Rotary 

 
Congregation members & friends of  FPC are 

encouraged to attend! 

 

Circle of Sisters Book Club 
 
The Circle of Sisters Book Club 
meet on the third Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
H/S Youth Room.  
 
Join us on Thursday, January 
16th as we begin a three month 
study of “Girl, Stop Apologizing” 
by Rachel Hollis.  Books are 
available for purchase ($24) 
through the church office.  
 

Please contact Susan Roquemore at 717-645-1220 if you 
have questions or need additional information.  



January Circle Meetings 
    
 Circle #2 Tuesday, January 7th at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Erma Yaussy 
 
 Circle #4 Monday, January 6th, parlor  
   
             Circle #5 Wednesday, January 8th at 11:30 a.m. in the H/S Youth Room 
 
 

Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team  
Monday, January 20th at 10:00 a.m., PW room. 

Presbyterian 
Women  

Honorary 
Life Member-

ship Award 
 
 
 

Each year Presbyterian Women give thanks 
to God for ALL women who faithfully serve 
Him in so many ways. Each year at this time 
we recognize one of these women of faith 
with the Presbyterian Women’s Honorary 
Life Membership. This woman will receive a 
certificate and commemorative pin. And, her 
name will be added to the list of other 
women who have been recognized over the 
years. Applications are due to the Moderator, 
Linda Witherspoon or the church office by 
Tuesday, December 31st.  Application forms 
are available in the church office.  

Scholarships Available - Presbyterian Women 
 

Presbytery of WNC Scholarship 

Young people who are members of a Presbyterian Church in 
Western North Carolina and are either applying to OR cur-
rently enrolled in an accredited four year degree program are 
eligible to apply for need based assistance through Presbyte-
rian Women of Western North Carolina of $1,500.   To view 
scholarship information & application go to:  
http://presbyterywnc.org/uploads/media/pdfs/2016/pw_scholarship_i

nformation_revised_0816_20160809.pdf 

Application deadline:  Friday, January 31, 2020 
 
 

Mary Brooks Speight, Geneva Isenhour and 
 Bruce & Clara Wingate Scholarship  

Also available through Presbyterian Women at FPC Newton 
is the First Presbyterian Church Scholarship.  The scholar-
ship is a one-time award of $500 to high school seniors who 
are actively involved in the life of the church.   
 

Application deadline: March 31, 2020 
Application forms for both scholarships are available in the 

church office.  

The FPC Scholarship Fund 
 

The Presbyterian Women awarded five scholarships to deserving seniors this past June from the FPC Scholar-
ship Fund. This fund was made possible through memorials and honorariums. PW makes a donation to the FPC 
Scholarship Fund when a member of the church dies. You can donate to the FPC Scholarship Fund “In Honor 
Of” or “In Memory Of” a special person in your life, a relative or a loved one. To donate, you may write a check to 
the Presbyterian Women, and on the memo line indicate the name of the person you would like to honor or re-
member. 
 

  Memorials during 2019     Honorariums during 2019 
  by Presbyterian Women    by Charles and Mitzi Moody 

      Carolyn Blevins           FPC High School Graduates 
      Buzz Browning 
      Tom Warlick 
      Carole Morrison 
      Al Gaither 

  by Walker and Judy Brown 
       Tom Warlick 



Youth ConnectionsYouth ConnectionsYouth ConnectionsYouth Connections    

January 5th 

1:00 - 3:00 pm -  Faith Stories, H/S Youth Room 

 

January 12th 

4:00 - 6:00 pm - Faith Stories, H/S Youth Room 

 

January 19th 

4:30 pm - 6:45 pm - Community Sunday Supper 

 

January 24th - 26th 

Youth Snow/Ski Retreat 

 

January 26th 
No Youth 

 

February 2nd - Souper Bowl of Caring 

As part of the national Souper Bowl of Caring efforts, FPC Youth 

will provide a soup and sandwich lunch for our congregation in the 

fellowship hall following the 11:00 a.m. worship service. Donations 

will be accepted with proceeds benefiting The Corner Table and ECCCM. Please make checks payable to FPC 

Newton with Memo “Souper Bowl of Caring.” 

November Event Summary 

 

November 1st  

Our youth decorated and delivered cookies to Abernethy Laurels 

and Conover Nursing and Rehab Center. One resident remarked, “I 

haven’t had a homemade Christmas cookie in almost 50 years!” 

 

November 8th 

Youth enjoyed their annual progressive 

dinner! A special thank you to the Job, Eneix and Kirby families for  

graciously hosting! 

 

The Mini Youth traveled “under the sea” 

to spend some time with Ariel and her 

friends at The Green Room production of 

The Little Mermaid.  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now that sounds easy…and it is! 
 
The North Carolina Guardian ad Litem (GAL) pro-
gram is launching the third annual PB & J food drive 
to collect plastic jars of peanut butter and jelly to be 
donated to local food banks. 
 

How can you help? You can bring plastic jars of 
peanut butter and jelly to First Presbyterian Church 
and place them in the grocery cart in the narthex or 
take these items to a local GAL office. (FPC has been 
designated as a GAL collection center.)  
 

The GAL program will make deliveries of the peanut 
butter and jelly donations collected to the local food 
bank or pantries throughout this campaign. The food 
drive will end during the week of Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s National Day of Service. 
 

The North Carolina Guardian ad Litem program 
equips community volunteers to serve abused and ne-
glected children by advocating for their best interests 
in court across this state. There is a need for more vol-
unteers to “Be A Voice’ for a child. To learn more 
about this program, visit the website at: 
 

volunteerforgal.org or call (828) 466-6121 
You can make a difference! 

Adult Fellowship Dinner 
 

Mark your calendars for the next Adult Fellowship 
Dinner on Thursday, January 9, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the fellowship hall. Guest speaker for the evening will 
be Angela Lawrence, Executive Director of the Pat-
rick Beaver Learning Resource Center in Hickory.  
 

The Patrick Beaver Learning Resource Center was 
incorporated in 1999 to serve children that had spe-
cific learning challenges, their families, and profes-
sionals in the community that interacted with them. 
This small nonprofit organization has successfully 
initiated numerous endeavors that have increased 
the awareness of the needs of children that struggle 
with learning. Projects have included training for 
teachers and volunteers, education and support for 
parents of children with learning problems,  and one-
on-one tutoring for low income children.  
 

The dinner menu will be soup, salad and sandwiches. 
Please call Barb Forshey at 256-7135 and let her 
know what you will be bringing so she can balance 
out the menu.  

     During this stewardship season, 
each of us was asked, “what is God 
calling me to give?” You answered 
loud and clear!  We had a great 
crowd and excellent response dur-
ing our Consecration Sunday on No-
vember 10th!   

     Your participation in the financial 
support of our church and commitment for 2020 is 
greatly appreciated!  Thanks to your generosity, our 
ministries at FPC Newton will continue to expand, and 
we will be able to positively change lives for God and 
good.    

     The parable of the ten talents emphasizes that we 
are all stewards, no matter how little or how much God 
has entrusted us with. As stewards, how we spend, 
save and share our money matters to God.  Matthew 
25:13-40 

The church office will be closed  
for  New Year’s on  

  
Wednesday, January 1st, 2020 



THE NEWSLETTER is published monthly by:   

First Presbyterian Church, Newton, NC      

                                                

Website:  www.fpcnewton.org           

Office 828-464-0648     FAX 828-464-0866     

Editor: Kim Berry (kberry@fpcnewton.com) 

Church Office Hours:         

9 a.m.  - 5 p.m. Monday-Friday    

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m.     Sunday Worship:  8:45 and 11:00 a.m. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH     

701 North Main Avenue  

Newton, NC  28658 
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January 5th 

2nd Sunday of Christmas 

8:45 & 11:00 a.m. worship in sanctuary 

Sacrament of Holy Communion at both services 

Ordination & Installation of New Elders 

David Roquemore preaching 

 

 

January 12th 

   Baptism of the Lord 

8:45 & 11 :00 a.m. worship 

Sacrament of Holy Communion at both services                  

       Presbyterian Women Officer Installation 

5¢-a-Meal Offering received 

                 David Roquemore preaching 

 

                          January 19th 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

8:45 & 11:00 a.m. worship 

David Roquemore preaching 

 

 

 

 

January 26th 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

8:45 & 11:00 a.m. worship 

10:45 a.m. Annual Congregational Meeting 

  David Roquemore preaching 



PLEASE SIGN UP! 

Adult Fellowship Dinner 
Thursday, January 9, 2020 
6:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall  

 
 
 
Name: ______________________________ Phone:________________________ 
 
 

Sign up deadline: Monday, January 6, 2020 


