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 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Saints of First Presbyterian, 
 
It is hard during this pandemic, isn’t it? We can’t get out and go everywhere we want to go. We can’t 
see people, our activities are restricted; when will it end? 
 
Let me introduce you to Japanese theologian Kosuke Koyama. He was an influential teacher in this 
country, helping introduce Asian themes to Americans. In one of his books, he brings out the concept 
of a “three mile an hour” God. He wrote: 
 
 Love has its speed. It is an inner speed. It is spiritual speed. It is a different kind of speed from 
 the technological speed to which we are accustomed. It is “slow” yet it is lord over all other 
 speeds since it is the speed of love. It goes on in the depth of our life, whether we notice or not, 
 whether we are currently hit by storm or not, at three miles an hour. It is the speed we walk 
 and therefore it is the speed the love of God walks. (Three Mile An Hour God, page 7) 
 
I like that a lot. It is especially meaningful in this time of pandemic, of being “locked down,” and hav-
ing our usual “speedy delivery” constrained. We can’t go anywhere; all we can do it walk, and slowly. 
 
When my son was in a special school, they introduced us all to the concept of “slowing down.” His ac-
tivities and choices were very limited, so he had to slow down. That was good for him, and for us too. 
It is good for all of us. When we have limited choices, we have to move more slowly. We have to move 
at the speed we walk, three miles an hour. 
 
Another way to see it is that we can live as though it is the 1970s or even earlier, before all this tech-
nology sped us up. We don’t need it all, though it is convenient and really helps us. Who complains 
that they “have” to drive to the grocery store? Who complains about the ease of looking up informa-
tion on a smart-phone? But that is not the way God works. God leads his people into the wilderness, 
where they find both danger and promise. As Koyama says, “wilderness is the place where we come 
face-to-face with danger and promise….this place is called crisis.” 
 
God walks us slowly into the time of crisis, and it is a dangerous time, a dangerous place. But there is 
also promise, opportunity. We must learn to live in it, taking things slowly, and learning from God as 
we wait and watch. 
 
For some of us, slowing life down is difficult and scary. We don’t want to slow down, we don’t like it to 
be too quiet, for then we have to face ourselves: our wants, our sins, our bad habits. We don’t want to 
do that, and so we keep life humming along at high speed. But God calls us to slow down.  Savor the 
moment, the little things. When you are moving fast, you can’t see the details. When you slow to a 
walk, you can enjoy each thing fully. That is my prayer for all of you. 
 
David 



Website Sermon Instructions 
Please follow the instructions below to access the 
weekly sermons and Time for Young Disciples on 
the FPC Newton website.  
 
 Go to fpcnewton.org 
 
 Go to "Media" on the bar at the top of the screen 
 
 A drop down menu will appear with the media 

options. You can either click "Sermons" or 
"Time for Young Disciples"    

 
 Once you click one of those, the YouTube videos 

will come up and you will be able to click it and 
it will start playing so you can watch it. If you 
would rather read the sermon, click on the 
“Sermon Text” button to the right of the video.  

In October, we will be reading "A Life Inter-
cepted" by Charles Martin. I'll bet you recognize 
his name because we've already read a book by 
him. The way he weaves faith into stories just 
inspires us so we have brought him back! Join 
us on October 27th at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom as 
Amy Loyer guides our discussion. We will send 
out more information and the Zoom invite as 
the date gets closer.  
 

If you are in need of a book, please contact 
Susan Roquemore. 

Don’t Forget!!! 
 

Sunday, November 1st 
     Daylight Savings Time 

ends! 
 

Remember to set your clocks 
back one hour Saturday night! 

 
 

On Sunday, October 25th, the last Sunday of October 
is Reformation Sunday. Come celebrate our Presby-
terian heritage and the Reformation with bagpiper 
Cameron Nixon, songs and tartans at 9:30 am. All 
who are of Scottish descent and have family tartans 
are invited to bring them to worship.   

The service will take place outside in the Deal lot 
next to the church. It will be a wonderful celebration 
indeed!   



ECCCM NEEDS! 
 
ECCCM is in need of dozen size egg cartons. They can use 
both the cardboard type and the Styrofoam type.   
  
They are also  in need of volunteers who are willing to learn and 
work some of their more specialized positions.   
 

First, they need people who would be interested in working their client food pick up door. This in-
volves assembling a food cart by selecting food items for the clients based on our distribution sys-
tem. When the cart is complete, the volunteer takes the rolling cart out to the client vehicle just 
outside the pick up door.  At this point, the client will load the groceries into their vehicle. This po-
sition involves a little bit of walking, and can be very rewarding! 
  
Second, they need grocery van drivers.  They are looking for those who would be interested in go-
ing to designated grocery stores to pick up food for ECCCM.  Basically, this involves using the 
ECCCM van to pick up food from specific stores, and upon returning to ECCCM, helping to unload 
and weigh the newly arrived food.  This position requires a valid driver's license, and a good driving 
history. 
  
If you are interested in learning either of these positions or any other volunteer opportunities, 
please contact Allen Sherrill, the Director of Food Pantry Operations. Allen can be reached at (828) 
465-1702 ext. 116, or at a.sherrill@ecccm.org.  They look forward to working with you soon! 
 

Baby Blankets  
Vickie Williams, a client at the Senior’s Morning Out Program, crocheted 40 baby blankets and 
Jean Nolley and Suzanne Rhinehart delivered them . 
 
They dropped off 40 crocheted baby blankets made by Vickie Williams. The preschool staff goes 
into homes of families when a baby is born and begins educating the parents on how to begin 
early education. Some of the yarn was donated by church members and PW Circles. 
 
Vickie told the staff, “When I learned how to crotchet many years ago, I had no idea that God 
would use this gift in this way. I’m thankful that God has allowed me to serve Him by serving 
others. All the glory should go to Him.” 

Vickie Williams 



The Nickel-a-Meal Mission program is one way in which the Presby-
tery of Western North Carolina can respond, through over-and-
above giving, to the biblical mandate to show compassion and do 
justice for those in need. The program provides an avenue for out-
reach and ministry through which each member of the Presbytery 
can participate equally. 

There are three emphases to the program: prayer, discovery, and action. By being involved in 
all three aspects of the program, participants open themselves to the Holy Spirit’s leading to 
other ways with which to be part of God’s work. 

The plan of Nickel-a-Meal is very simple. Each person puts five cents (or more) in a special 
bank for each meal he/she eats. This amounts to $54.75 per person per year. The money is sent 
to Presbytery and twice a year the Presbytery Hunger Committee reviews grant requests from 
regional ministries working with those who are poor.  The funds are allocated as follows: Inter-
national projects: 55%; Regional projects: 40%; Education and Administrative costs: up to 5% 
(with the unused portion allocated to international projects).   

In 2019, the program disbursed over $100,000 to assistance ministries in our Presbytery, in-
cluding our own soup kitchen, The Corner Table and it also supported the Backpack Program 
in our community.  On the international scene, the Guatemala Health project has received the 
bulk of its funding from this program for 25 years.  The monies, totaling nearly $375,000, 
which amounts to contributions representing about 1,000,000 Presbyterian meals in Western 
North Carolina, has been used to fund workshops to train health promoters, to build water fil-
ters and stoves for families and to feed and offer vitamins and deparasitizing medicines to a 
generation of children. Ministries in Malawi and Haiti also received funding in 2019.  At just 
5¢-a-Meal, this is not a burden for us, but is certainly a blessing for those who are helped! 

In the past, we have collected the Nickel-a-Meal offering on the second Sunday of the month, 
but like so many other ministries of our church, the Covid-19 situation has affected our service 
attendance.  For the time being, the collection cans will be available on each Sunday to receive 
your donations.  If you are worshiping virtually and wish to participate, please send your dona-
tion directly to the church office, specifying “Nickel-a-Meal” on the memo line of your check. 

 
The Presbyterian Peacemaking Program and Global Witness 
Offering was created in 1980 to support the efforts of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to live out a deeper commit-
ment to peacemaking as part of our faithfulness to God. It is 
one of four special offerings designated by the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.)’s General Assembly. Congregations retain 

twenty-five percent of the Offering it receives to use for local ministries of peacemaking within the 
church and its community. This year we will donate these funds to the Backpack Program which is 
coordinated by The Corner Table.   

This program serves children in thirty four local schools who face hunger on the weekends. Twenty-
five percent is used by presbyteries and synods, and fifty percent is used by the General Assembly 
ministries through the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program.  Our church will receive this offering on 
Sunday, October 4, 2020.  



Room in the Inn -  Cancelled 2020/2021 
 

The Missions Committee is saddened to report that due to the 
current conditions related to the Covid-19 pandemic, FPC-
Newton will be unable to open our Fellowship Hall as a cold 
weather shelter this year.  For over a decade The Room in the 
Inn has provided a warm meal and a warm place to sleep during 
the coldest nights of the winter.  The need for social distancing, 
intensive cleaning, along with the difficulty in securing adequate 

numbers of volunteers are all factors in this decision.  We appreciate all who have helped in 
this ministry over the years and solicit your prayers for those in our community who will 
not have this opportunity for shelter.  Please continue your support to other agencies in our 
community such as The Corner Table, ECCCM, the Salvation Army and others.  

Virtual Mission Trip to Guatemala Part 1: 
 Zoom Call with Gerber and Michelle Perez 

 of Healthy Communities   
 

Interested in the idea of going to Guatemala but just can't make the 
trip? Planned to go to Guatemala this year but the trip was canceled 
because of Covid? Interested in meeting inspiring Christians who fol-
low Jesus and make a difference? 

 

We have a wonderful opportunity for you!  Join us on Wednesday, October 28th at 7 PM for a Vir-
tual Mission trip to Guatemala. We will be participating in a Zoom conference call with Gerber and 
Michelle Perez of Healthy Communities. Our 2018 mission team got to know and work with Gerber 
and Michelle and were inspired by their lives and ministry.  Join us as we learn about the influ-
ences on Gerber's life and how he and Michelle came to do the work they are doing, along with 
their observations and experiences with mission work. 
 

If anyone needs help knowing how to set up Zoom on their computer or phone to join this call, 
please contact the church office and we will be in touch with you. Covid has interfered with count-
less plans, but in this case has created this wider opportunity for anyone to be a part of this "visit to 
Guatemala".  

Camp Grier 

 

Our church missed 
this year’s annual 
weekend at Camp 

Grier. This photo is 
from last year’s 
church retreat. 

BUT we plan to return 
in 2021. 

Mark your calendars! 

September 17-19, 2021 



FPC Newton is blessed with an 
excellent and thorough pro-
gram of congregational care. 
The Care Team Ministry is 
an active ministry and available 
to all members of our church 
family, in good times and bad.  
If you are facing particular chal-

lenges or difficulties, or you just feel like you 
need additional love and care, we are ready 
to care for you!  
 

Care Team Members are: 
 Sylvia Bajorek Faye Morgan 
 Texie Doolittle  Sylvia Payne 
 Lottie Ethridge Carole Roddy 
 Barb Forshey  Susan Roquemore 
 Robin McGraw Penn Waldron 
 David Roquemore 

 
 
 
 

Tentatively - The next Care Team 
meeting will take place Tuesday,  

October 20th at 5:00 p.m. via Zoom   
 
 

The Care Team, though not meeting in person, has 
been active in prayer for all of you and your re-
quests!  
 
We’ve also been making phone calls on behalf of the 
church to make sure folks are okay! Even though we 
are not in the building, Christ’s work is continuing!  
Please contact any of us if you have a request or 
need! 
 
“I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to 

have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in 

any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 

whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this 

through him who gives me strength.”   

     Philippians 4:12-13 

 

2020 Budget         554,000.00 

Gifts/Tithes Budget through 8-31-2020                     369,333.00 

Gifts/Tithes Receipts through 8-31-2020                    306,929.47 

Financial Stewardship Report 
Newsletter Article Deadline 

The newsletter is usually pub-
lished monthly on the last 
Wednesday of the month. The 
deadline for articles is Wednesday 
noon prior to the Wednesday that 

it is published. This is a FIRM DEADLINE.  E-
mail articles are preferred. Send them to Kim at 
kberry@fpcnewton.com. However, handwritten 
articles are welcome.  
 
To Our Visitors . . . If you are receiving our 
newsletter for the first time, perhaps it is be-
cause we just heard that you had moved into our 
neighborhood or you have visited FPC. We would 
like to extend to you a warm welcome to this com-
munity and most especially to any activity in our 
church. If there is any way we can help you, 
please let us know.  

The Book Club meets on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 10:00 
a.m. in the conference room.   
Join in as your schedule permits. 
Please e-mail Becky McRee at 
raiamnc@gmail.com if you have 
questions about the Club. 

 
 
 

Due to the COVID-19 Virus, the Book 
Club will not meet until the church 

campus  re-opens.  
 
 
 

Community Sunday Suppers  
Sundays - 5:30 p.m.  

Fellowship Hall    
 

     Hosts   
October 4th  Grace UCC  
October 11th   FPC Youth  
October 18th    Trinity Baptist 
October 25th   FPC Newton Circle #5 

 
 

All Dinners Will 
be Carry-Out 

Only! 
 



News of the Church Family 

Prayers for those with Recent Health Concerns 
CHURCH MEMBERS: Robin Miller, Nancy Beers, Rachel Eneix, Frances Ennis, Frankie Sigmon, 

Lee Cranford, Julie Jones, Ed Carmichael, Sondra Phillips, Joan Inscoe, Nancy Gargis,  

Richard Hedrick, Ron Valentini, Jim Teubner, Paula Haissig, Janet Drum, Mike Induni,  

Dale Whitaker, Judy Fulton, Ron Roscoe, Becky McRee 

 

FRIENDS & FAMILY:  Pam Bruner, Denis Hedrick, Mike Waugh, Caitlan Reese, Lynne Watts, Maverick Steelmon, Elaine & 

Gordon Hall, Sabryah Alghrary, Andrew Major, Kerry Hicks, Jackie Hettrick, Ann Hunsucker, George McClellan, Rev. Dr. 

David McAlpin, family of Patrick Gouge, Magnani family, Sherry Lutz, Statha Osborne, Fred Denison, Nancy Davis-

Rasmussen, Gary Brady 

 

Prayers for those in Assisted Living/Homebound: 
CHURCH MEMBERS: Virginia Coley, Dennis DeBalso, Betty Epps, Betty Fieselman, Dee Ledbetter, Charlie Major, 

Allen Myers, Johnsie Abernethy, Jenny Miller 

 

Congratulations: 
To Taylor & LeAnna Rhinehart on the birth of son, Parker Graham, September 23rd. 

 

Prayers for those in Military: 

 John Hardin, U.S. Army, Ft. Sill, OK 

 (Cindy Baldwin’s nephew) 

 LCDR William G. Bickel, Jr., U.S. Navy, Norfolk, VA 

   (Bruce & Cathy Murdock’s son-in-law) 

Captain Joshua Smith, U.S. Marines, Camp Lejeune, NC  

   (Brenda Smith’s son) 

Captain Christopher Walker, U.S. Army, Fort Knox, KY 

  (Tammy Walker’s son) 

 Logan Lewis, U.S. Air Force, Naval Air Station, Pensacola, FL 

  (Dana Williams’ nephew) 

 1st LT. Ian Oliver, U.S. Army, Fort Bliss, TX 

  (Mike & Amy Oliver’s son) 

 LTJG Max Morrill, U.S. Navy, Washington, DC 

   (Joan Inscoe’s grandson) 

 

 

Prayers for Missionaries and International Faith Partners            
Lawrence & Inge Sthreshley in Congo; 

Gary & Marlene Van Brocklin in Sri Lanka; 

Our partners at Faith Ministry in Reynosa, Mexico; 

Rev. Dr. John McCall in Taiwan; 

 

Prayers for El Redentor, our Sister Church in Guatemala: 
 For the well being of all members of our sister church 

 For all scholarship students 

 For Dayana Rodas, who is studying nursing with a university scholarship 

Give thanks for safe and healthy delivery of a baby girl to Karina 

 For Ana Lucia, a young child who will have surgery for hip dysplasia 
 



October Circle Meetings 
    
 Circle #2 Circle 2 will not meet in October and November.  
   Members will be contacted if there will be a December meeting. 
 
 Circle #4 Circle 4 will not meet in October.   
   
 Circle #5 Circle 5 will meet Wednesday, October 14th at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom.   
 

Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team - No October meeting 

1 Michelle Kirby 
 
2 Dee Sample 
  Gabrielle Lewis 
 
3 Sue Ledford 
  Jane Edwards 
 
4 Frankie Sigmon 
 
6 Susan Roquemore 
 
7 Nancy Beers 
 
8 Sallie Black 
 
 

 
9 Larry Robinson 
 
11 Cliff Pernell 
 
16 Betty Epps 
 
17 Lily Ruthe Saine 
  Crosby Saine 
 
19 Mary Elizabeth Myers 
 
22 Bonnie Pritchard 
  Heidi Jonas 
  Dana Williams 
 
23 Carole Roddy 
  Robin Miller 
  Robin McGraw 
 
24 Madison Loyer 
 
26 John Taylor 
  Daniel Davis 

 
30 Debby Reynolds 
  Gary McDougal 
  Donna Dell 
  Sam Owensby 
  Sarah Butterfield 
 
31  Art McCarter 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You for School Supplies 
 
Thank you for your donations to the School Supplies Col-
lection! In this year of a global pandemic, not as many ac-
tual supplies were collected, but monetary donations were 
received instead. A call to Banoak Elementary and South 
Newton Elementary provided important information 
about what teachers saw as a need. Headphones (with 

cords, no batteries needed), note cards, Play-Doh, sandwich bags and bottled water 
have been purchased and/or ordered and will have been delivered by the time this 
newsletter is read. 
 
Thank you again for giving to this cause. Area children will benefit from your be-
nevolence! 



Youth ConnectionsYouth ConnectionsYouth ConnectionsYouth Connections    

2020 FPC Harvest Festival & Trunk or Treat 

     

Our 7th Annual Harvest Festival and “Trunk or Treat” event will take place Saturday, 

October 31st from 5:30 until 7:00 p.m.!  Come join your church family and friends 

for great fun “trunk or treating” in the rear parking lot of the church.  This year we will 

be doing our trunk or treat in a drive thru format. Guests will remain in their vehicles 

and drive through stopping at each trunk to collect candy from our trunkers.  Both chil-

dren and parents, please wear your awesome Halloween costume and face mask and come 

ready to have fun kicking off your exciting Halloween evening!  The community is invited 

to this event, so bring your friends and neighbors! This event attracts many from the 

surrounding community and beyond, and in year’s past we have had over 300 “treaters” 

come through! 

  

We do need at least 15-20 VOLUNTEER “trunkers” who would like to participate in the 

“trunk or treat” fun by bringing your cars and handing out pre-wrapped candy from your 

trunks.  Trunk or Treat will take place outside in the rear parking lot.  Decorating your 

trunk is encouraged (but optional)! For safety reasons please wear gloves and a mask if 

you plan on handing out candy. 

  

We need candy donations and a team to prep and distribute food from under the covered 

area at the fellowship hall door.  These will be carry-out meals that will be pre-packaged 

and be handed to our guests as they drive through. Note: There will no games/activities 

taking place inside the fellowship hall or church building.  

  

Volunteers please RSVP to the church office using the form in this newsletter or by call-

ing the church office by Monday, October 19, 2020.  



Youth ConnectionsYouth ConnectionsYouth ConnectionsYouth Connections    

Make sure to check out FPC Website and sign up for our upcoming events!   This 

online service will serve as our one stop shop for everything you  need for youth 

and children's ministries. From calendars, sign up forms, medical release forms, 

Sunday school lessons, and more.   
 

Young Disciples Website:  

 http://ow.ly/40wd50B3Gx6  

 

Youth Website:  

 http://ow.ly/D14O50B3GNG 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

October 

11th Youth serve Sunday Community Supper 

25th Bonfire and games at The Sparks’ house 

31st 5:30 -  7:00 p.m. - Drive Thru Trunk or Treat (FPC Rear Parking Lot) 

TBA College Student bonfire at Amy Owensby’s home 

 

 

Sunday Community Supper 

The youth are continuing to serve the Sunday Community Supper on the third Sunday of 

each month.  If you would like to join us in helping service please contact Laura Sparks       

at lsparks@fpcnewton.com or 828-320-7717.   
 

September 13th 

The Butterfields, Duncans, Christian Kelly, 

and Laura Sparks served our guests a pizza 

and salad dinner.   

 

Thanks youth and parents for helping keep 

this ministry going!! 
 



Harvest Festival & “Trunk or Treat” 
Saturday,  October 31st  (5:30-7:00 p.m.) 

FPC Rear Parking Lot  
 
 
 

_____   Volunteer “trunker” to pass out candy to kids  (be at church by 5:15 p.m.) 
 
_____  Donating bags of wrapped candy/treats  
 
_____  Food Prep & Distribution Team (Carry Out Boxes)  
   Carry Out Boxes will be picked up under the cover at the fellowship hall  
   No games & activities will be taking place inside the fellowship hall. 

 
  
 
Name:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  __________________________________________________________ 
 

Return to the church office by Monday, October 19th 
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 October 4th 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion Sunday 

Peace & Global Witness Offering received 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Outside on the grounds of FPC Newton 

 
 

October 11th 

19th Sunday after Pentecost 
A.W.E. Service 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service  
Outside on the grounds of FPC Newton 

 

 

October 18th 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Outside on the grounds of FPC Newton 
 

October 25th 

Reformation Sunday 
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan &  
Service of Remembrance 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
Outside on the grounds of FPC Newton 

 


