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NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER  

 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Dear Saints of First Presbyterian, 
 

What a year this has been! So much has happened, or in some cases, not happened; I think everyone is 
tired of not being able to have church the ways we normally have. This month I have some things to  
remind you of, mostly regarding money! 
 

First, we give thanks for the fifty-one years that Bill Inscoe served us as Treasurer! Can you believe 
that? Fifty one! That is a long time to count the money and make the deposits and keep track of all the 
transactions! We give Bill our thanks for his tireless efforts. He laid down this burden a couple of 
months ago, and we have been working to set up new procedures. Jim Ten Kate is our Treasurer now, 
with Amy Yenderusiak as Assistant Treasurer; ask them any questions you have.  And for the record, 
this is already more recognition than Bill wanted! But we simply have to say thank you to him. 
 

This is a strange year for all of us, budget-wise. With many people out of work, and with us not meet-
ing together normally, it is easy to forget to give your donations. We have ended the year in pretty 
good shape, thanks to careful stewardship over the years. For those who like Bible references, look up 
that story in Genesis where Joseph becomes steward of all Egypt, and prepares for the lean years by 
saving up during the good years; that is what our Finance Committee has done. For those who like 
numbers, we ended the year with a shortfall, but were able to make it up from these savings; the net 
total is a loss of about $30,000. 
 

The budget for next year is also short, by more like $86,000. Our pledges just came up short. In nor-
mal times, this would be a crisis, but in these days, we think that with careful spending, we can make 
it. After all, we aren’t doing much in the building or any program activities, so we will be saving money 
for at least half the year! I understand the uncertainty of the coming year, but even if you didn’t send 
in a pledge commitment, continue to send in your offerings. I have set mine up to pay automatically 
online. You could do that. We will be OK by the end of 2021, I believe. 
 

At Christmas time we usually take up two offerings: the Christmas Joy offering, which is split between 
historically black colleges related to the church, and support for the widows of pastors who depend on 
the Board of Pensions for their income. If you want to give to that, just mark your check Christmas Joy 
and mail it in. We also take up an offering at the Christmas Eve service which adds to the Deacons’ 
Fund, which pays bills for local people who come to us with various needs. We can always use some 
support for that fund; again, mail your donation clearly marked. The Missions Committee thanks you 
for supporting these two offerings. 
 

On another note, I have been thinking about what to do during the rest of the pandemic restricted 
weeks we have. This is a great opportunity to read that book you’ve always wished you had time for, or 
learn something new. Learn a language, learn to cook something, to bake. I have my plan for the new 
year, and we will see how it turns out. And then, when we all get the vaccine, we can have parties at 
church! Won’t that be great? Keep hope alive! 
 

May God grant you all a blessed Christmastide, and a happy New Year! 
 
David Roquemore 



FPC Newton is blessed with an 
excellent and thorough pro-
gram of congregational care. 
The Care Team Ministry is 
an active ministry and available 
to all members of our church 
family, in good times and bad.  
If you are facing particular chal-

lenges or difficulties, or you just feel like you 
need additional love and care, we are ready 
to care for you!  
 

Care Team Members are: 
 Sylvia Bajorek Faye Morgan 
 Texie Doolittle  Sylvia Payne 
 Lottie Ethridge Carole Roddy 
 Barb Forshey  Susan Roquemore 
 Robin McGraw Penn Waldron 
 David Roquemore 

 
 
 
 

Tentatively - The next Care Team 
meeting will take place Tuesday,  

January 19th at 5:00 p.m. via Zoom   
 
 

The Care Team, though not meeting in person, has 
been active in prayer for all of you and your re-
quests!  
 
We’ve also been making phone calls on behalf of the 
church to make sure folks are okay! Even though we 
are not in the building, Christ’s work is continuing!  
Please contact any of us if you have a request or 
need! 
 
“I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to 

have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in 

any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 

whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this 

through him who gives me strength.”   

     Philippians 4:12-13 

 

2020 Budget         554,000.00 

Gifts/Tithes Budget through 11-30-2020                    507,829.00 

Gifts/Tithes Receipts through 11-30-2020       412,201.64 

Financial Stewardship Report 
Newsletter Article Deadline 

The newsletter is usually pub-
lished monthly on the last 
Wednesday of the month. The 
deadline for articles is Wednesday 
noon prior to the Wednesday that 

it is published. This is a FIRM DEADLINE.  E-
mail articles are preferred. Send them to Kim at 
kberry@fpcnewton.com. However, handwritten 
articles are welcome.  
 
To Our Visitors . . . If you are receiving our 
newsletter for the first time, perhaps it is be-
cause we just heard that you had moved into our 
neighborhood or you have visited FPC. We would 
like to extend to you a warm welcome to this com-
munity and most especially to any activity in our 
church. If there is any way we can help you, 
please let us know.  

The Book Club meets on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 10:00 
a.m. in the conference room.   
Join in as your schedule permits. 
Please e-mail Becky McRee at 
raiamnc@gmail.com if you have 
questions about the Club. 

 
 
 

Due to the COVID-19 Virus, the Book 
Club will not meet until the church 

campus  re-opens.  
 
 
 

Community Sunday Suppers  
Sundays - 5:30 p.m.  

Fellowship Hall    
 

     Hosts   
January 3rd  Beth Eden Lutheran 
January 10th   Trinity Baptist 
January 17th    FPC  Youth 
January 24th   FPC Discipleship S/S Class 
January 31st Catawba Valley Rotary 

 
 

All Dinners Will 
be Carry-Out 

Only! 
 



News of the Church Family 

Prayers for those with Recent Health Concerns 
CHURCH MEMBERS: Robin Miller, Frances Ennis, Frankie Sigmon, Lee Cranford, Julie Jones,  

Sondra Phillips, Joan Inscoe, Nancy Gargis, Ron Valentini, Jim Teubner, Paula Haissig,  

Janet Drum, Mike Induni, Judy Fulton, Clayton Brooks, Keith & Penny Stuart, Clayton & Jo Todd,  

Dina Snipes, Bob & Patty Neill 

 

FRIENDS & FAMILY:  Pam Bruner, Denis Hedrick, Mike Waugh, Caitlan Reese, Lynne Watts, Maverick Steelmon, Elaine 

& Gordon Hall, Sabryah Alghrary, Andrew Major, Kerry Hicks, Jackie Hettrick, Ann Hunsucker, George McClellan, Rev. 

Dr. David McAlpin, family of Patrick Gouge, Magnani family, Nancy Davis-Rasmussen, Gary Brady, Jim & Linda Lutz, 

Thad Crump family, Chap & Ann Ragland, Ann Moose, Tim Moose 

 

Condolences: 

To Gary & Karen McDougal and family on the death of Gary’s father, Emory “Mac” McDougal, December 3rd in Hunts-

ville, Alabama. 

 

To Joe & Brenda Jones and family on the death of Joe’s sister, Dee Ledbetter, December 10th. 

 

Prayers for those in Assisted Living/Homebound: 
CHURCH MEMBERS: Virginia Coley, Dennis DeBalso, Betty Epps, Betty Fieselman, Charlie Major, Allen Myers, 

Johnsie Abernethy, Jenny Miller, Ed Carmichael 

 

Prayers for those in Military: 

 John Hardin, U.S. Army, Ft. Sill, OK 

 (Cindy Baldwin’s nephew) 

 LCDR William G. Bickel, Jr., U.S. Navy, Norfolk, VA 

   (Bruce & Cathy Murdock’s son-in-law) 

Captain Joshua Smith, U.S. Marines, Camp Lejeune, NC  

   (Brenda Smith’s son) 

Captain Christopher Walker, U.S. Army, Fort Knox, KY 

  (Tammy Walker’s son) 

 Logan Lewis, U.S. Air Force, Naval Air Station, Pensacola, FL 

  (Dana Williams’ nephew) 

 1st LT. Ian Oliver, U.S. Army, Fort Bliss, TX 

  (Mike & Amy Oliver’s son) 

 LTJG Max Morrill, U.S. Navy, Washington, DC 

   (Joan Inscoe’s grandson) 

 

Prayers for Missionaries and International Faith Partners            
Lawrence & Inge Sthreshley in Congo; 

Gary & Marlene Van Brocklin in Sri Lanka; 

Our partners at Faith Ministry in Reynosa, Mexico; 

Rev. Dr. John McCall in Taiwan; 

Prayers for El Redentor, our Sister Church in Guatemala: 
 For the well being of all members of our sister church 

 For all scholarship students 

 For Dayana Rodas, who is studying nursing with a university scholarship 

Give thanks for safe and healthy delivery of a baby girl to Karina 

 For Ana Lucia, a young child who will have surgery for hip dysplasia 

Dear  Members, 

Thank you members of FPC Newton for your prayers and condolences following the recent death of 

my brother-in-law, Marvin McGee. Please continue prayers for my sister, Betty McGee, during this 

time.     Gail & Norris McRee 

 

Dear Friends & Family of FPC, 

Thank you so much for the wonderful goody bag! I cannot believe the amount of gifts it contained and I will enjoy 

making use of each of them. I am truly blessed to have a wonderful church family.    With love, Frances Ennis 



Website Sermon Instructions 
Please follow the instructions below to access 
the weekly sermons and Time for Young Disci-
ples on the FPC Newton website.  
 
 Go to fpcnewton.org 
 
 Go to "Media" on the bar at the top of the 

screen 
 
 A drop down menu will appear with the me-

dia options. You can either click "Sermons" 
or "Time for Young Disciples"    

 
 Once you click one of those, the YouTube 

videos will come up and you will be able to 
click it and it will start playing so you can 
watch it. If you would rather read the ser-
mon, click on the “Sermon Text” button to 
the right of the video.  

2 Walker Brown 

 

4 Ada Lail 

 

7 Richard Arrowood 

 

9 Carolyn Shetler 

 Tommy Young 

 

10 John Joplin 

 

12 Lee Combs 

 

 

14 Elise Yaussy 

 

17 Lauren Holcomb 

 

18 Bob Neill 

 

21 Jeannie Clark 

 Mimi Michael 

 Michelle Deese 

 Lucinda Jones 

 

22 Ann White 

 Lucy Miller 

 

23 Peggy Templeton 

 

24 Sandra Teubner 

 

25 Madeline Stockburger 

 

 

 

28 Ann White 

 Addie Joplin 

 

30 Jim Gargis 

 Jim Payne 

 Madelyn Philhower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In January, we will be reading 
"How Happiness Happens" by Max 
Lucado. You are going to want to 
grab this book and read it! Come 
join us on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 27th at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom as 
Susan Knowles leads our discus-
sion. For those of you who joined 
us in our book club last year you 
may remember our donkey book 
that Susan guided us through! 
 
By doing this two chapters at a 
time we can remember what we 

have read, focus on the areas we want to chat about and 
also have some time to catch up with each other. Be pre-
pared to laugh... actually be prepared for anything and 
everything! We will send out more information and the 
Zoom invite as the date gets closer. We already have a 
hand full of ladies coming! You can listen and participate 
however you like and as often as you like! Let's support 
one another during this challenging time. We need each 
other!  
 January 27th - Chapters 1 & 2 
 February 3rd - Chapters 3 & 4 
 February 10th - Chapters 5 & 6  
 February 17th - Chapters 7 & 8 
 February 24th - Chapters 9 & 10 
 March 3rd - Chapter 11 & The Happiness Challenge 
 
Please let Susan Roquemore know if you need help getting 
a book. 



Youth ConnectionsYouth ConnectionsYouth ConnectionsYouth Connections    

 

 
Thanks to everyone supporting the 2020 Matthew’s Market.  
Below are the projects that will benefit from your generous gifts: 

 
 

Guatemala 
Elementary Scholarships $800 
University Scholarship- $405 

Theological Seminary Scholarship - $515 
Children’s Reading Program- $335 

Stoves -$715 
  

Malawi, Africa 
Ebenezer School $190 
Nkoma Hospital  $355 

  
Rise Up Against Hunger Event $455 

      Grand Total:  $3,770 

December 2020 Youth Events 

 

December 6th 

Our youth group decorated cookies and deliv-

ered them to some of our members at Aber-

nathy! It was such a joy to see the smiles on 

their faces and to share some Christmas 

cheer with them! Thank you to Margy 

Butterfield and Sarah Ann’s Cupboard for 

making our cookies and bringing all the deco-

rations and tools!   

 

December 27th 

The Butterfield’s, Laura Sparks, Aidan Dun-

can, Julianna Duncan, Amanda Duncan and 

guests Pete Simpson and Emily Bumgarner 

served our guests a pizza and salad din-

ner.  Thanks youth and parents for helping 

keep this ministry going. 



Youth ConnectionsYouth ConnectionsYouth ConnectionsYouth Connections    

Make sure to check out the FPC websites below and sign up for upcoming events!  These will serve 

as our one stop shop for everything you need for youth and children's ministries.  From calendars, 

sign up forms, medical release forms, Sunday school lessons, and more.   

 

Young Disciples Website:  http://ow.ly/40wd50B3Gx6  

 

Youth Website:  http://ow.ly/D14O50B3GNG 

 

Upcoming Events 
January 

3rd -  5:00 p.m.– 6:00 p.m. - Extreme Bingo Night via Zoom 

10th - 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. - Blessing Bag Delivery Mission Project 

17th - 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. -  Community Sunday Supper 

23rd - One Day Ski Retreat at Appalachian Ski Mountain 

24th - No Youth Fellowship 

31st - 5:00 pm - 6:00 p.m. - Go Get It Zoom Game Night 

 

 

 

Sunday Community Supper 

The youth are still serving Sunday Community Supper 

the third Sunday of every month.  If you would like to 

join us in helping service please contact Laura Sparks 

at lsparks@fpcnewton.com or 828-320-7717.   
 

 

 

Christmas Wishes Tree 

(formerly known as DSS Angel Tree) 

Thank you to everyone who sponsored a child this 

Christmas, with your support we were able to help 30 

children. This year has been difficult, and to be able 

to give a little help and joy to these children means 

the whole world to them. Thank you again for your 

support of our Young Disciples’ Mission Project.  



For many years, our church sent mission teams to the 
border of Mexico.  There, working with a nonprofit 
Christian ministry, Faith Ministry/Ministerio de Fe, our 
volunteers built over twenty homes,  assisted in the 
health clinic and worked in Christian education.  Unfor-

tunately, the area was deeply affected by the rise in drug related violence in the mid-
2000s and we had to curtail our work there.  The trips provided a wonderful oppor-
tunity to meet and work with our brothers and sisters and also provided an opportu-
nity for great fellowship between team members. 
 

One of the most faithful members of our 
mission teams was Dr. Ken Yaussy.  He 
and wife Karyn, often assisted in the 
medical clinic in Reynosa and Ken was at-
tentive to the health and safety of the 
team, often reminding us that “If you 
aren’t peeing, you aren’t drinking enough” 
while working in the hundred degree plus 
heat!  He was also a spiritual leader for the 
trips and always had a joke and a smile.  
Ken passed away in 2009 after a long ill-
ness and he is greatly missed by his FPC 
friends and family. 
 
In 2010, we were within days of returning 
to Reynosa when the violence peaked and 
we had to cancel the trip.  As a result, 
there were some funds in the Missions 
Committee’s special account.  We had 
planned to dedicate the home that we 
would construct to Ken’s memory and as 
an alternative, the committee decided to 
donate the funds to Faith Ministry’s 
health program in Ken’s honor.  We sent a 
check for $2,703 and will include a plaque 
which will hang in the clinic.  

 
Faith Ministry is again operating their building program, having constructed over 
1400 homes since their inception in 1994.  There are also other opportunities to help, 
including sponsoring a student or supporting their medical and spiritual programs.  
For more information, please visit their website at www.faithministry.org. 
 

 



Circle 5 invites you to join us via Zoom for our monthly study using the PW Bible 

Study guide. You do not have to be a Circle member to join in the study. 

 

Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament by Lynn Miller. 

 

The 2020–2021 PW/Horizons Bible study, Into the Light: Finding Hope 

Through Prayers of Lament, revives lament as a proper theological response to 

the difficult situations of our world. This study was written two years ago before 

the pandemic and is a timely study. 

 

One of the foundational points of the study is that, in scripture, lament usually leads to hope. After 

crying out to God, the one who laments remembers God. And while that doesn’t fix things in the mo-

ment—the injustice, the loss, the wrong still exist—the one who laments is strengthened to face the 

world and to hope. When we lament, we move from suffering to faith. In our faith there is hope. We 

lament in order to hope. Recovering lament may be one of the church’s most timely gifts to the world. 

 

Our meeting dates are on 2nd Wednesdays at 11 a.m. If you want to join in for Bible study only, it will 

begin around 12 noon. 

Wednesday, January 13th -  Zoom; Lesson #1 

Wednesday, February 10th - Zoom; Lesson #2 

Wednesday, March 10th - Zoom; Lesson #3 

Wednesday, April 14th - Zoom; Lesson #4 

Wednesday, May 12th -  Zoom: Lesson #5 
 

If you are interested in participating, please contact Suzanne Rhinehart at 828.320.8013 or email at  

Suzanne_Rhinehart@ncsu.edu. Bible study books are available for $11 and we will need to order 

ahead of time. We hope to have you join in this Bible study. 

Congregational Meeting 
 
The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, January 17th 
at 11 A.M. via Zoom. The purpose of the meeting is to elect our new elders 
for the year, and get them ordained and installed at the same time. 
 
Zoom? What is Zoom? If you haven’t used it, then well before the 17th, visit 
Zoom.us on your computer, and download the free Zoom client. Install it on 
your computer. If you prefer, you can visit your App Store on your phone and 
download the Zoom App. Either way, you will need to do this so you can be 

ready when the invitation comes to you. Click on the link in the invitation, and your Zoom app should open up 
and sign you on. 
 
The nominees for elder are: Tina Annas, John Job, Suzanne Rhinehart, and Randy Williams. Randy will be in-
stalled; the other three, ordained and installed. We can’t have the full service with the laying on of hands, but we 
can recognize them as ordained anyway. 
 
Other business for the meeting? In more normal times, we would approve changes in the terms of call of the pas-
tor, but those are not changing, so there is no need. The annual report will be distributed via email to you all ear-
lier that week. 
 
These are weird days, but we persevere! Keep the faith! 



January Circle Meetings 
    
 Circle #2 Circle 2 will not meet until further notice.  
 
 Circle #4 Circle 4 will not meet until further notice.  
   
 Circle #5 Circle 5 will meet Wednesday, January 13th at 11:00 a.m. via Zoom for 
   Bible Study   
 

Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team - No January meeting 

Thanks to all the Circle 5 members that made the Piedmont Village Assisted 
Living project a success! I dropped off a van load of gifts for residents to 
open Christmas morning.  
 
I didn’t get the memo on the package decorating 
contest but it would have to go to Lynn Sample. 
The best part of my 2020 was realizing that one 
resident helping me unload was Stevie who got 
Lynn’s beautifully wrapped gifts. His eyes lit up 
and then he started crying. He said, “These gifts 
are the prettiest wrapped gifts that I had ever 
gotten.” Stevie said that most of his presents he 
had gotten as a child were in plastic gro-
cery bags. 

 
    Merry Christmas! 
    Suzanne Rhinehart 

Scholarships Available - Presbyterian Women 
Presbytery of WNC Scholarship 

 
Young people who are members of a Presbyterian Church in Western North Carolina and are either apply-
ing to OR currently enrolled in an accredited four year degree program are eligible to apply for need based 
assistance through Presbyterian Women of Western North Carolina of $1,500.   To view scholarship infor-
mation & application go to:  
 
https://presbytery-wnc.s3.amazonaws.com/files/1/2020/Scholarship%20application%202020%20-%2020200708.pdf 

 
Application deadline:  Monday, February 14, 2021 

 
 
 
 

Mary Brooks Speight, Geneva Isenhour and 
 Bruce & Clara Wingate Scholarship  

 
Also available through Presbyterian Women at FPC Newton is the First Presbyterian Church Scholarship.  
The scholarship is a one-time award of $500 to high school seniors who are actively involved in the life of 
the church.   
 

Application deadline: March 31, 2021 
Application forms for both scholarships are available in the church office.  



THE NEWSLETTER is published monthly by:   

First Presbyterian Church, Newton, NC      

                                                

Website:  www.fpcnewton.org           

Office 828-464-0648     FAX 828-464-0866     

Editor: Kim Berry (kberry@fpcnewton.com) 

Church Office Hours:         

9 a.m.  - 3 p.m. Monday-Friday    

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m.     Sunday Worship:  8:45 and 11:00 a.m. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH     

701 North Main Avenue  

Newton, NC  28658 
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 January 3rd 

2nd Sunday of Christmas 
Recorded Worship Service 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
 

January 10th 
Baptism of the Lord 

Recorded Worship Service  
 
                 

January 17th 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Recorded Worship Service 

 

 

 
January 24th 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Recorded Worship Service 

 
 

January 31st 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 
Recorded Worship Service 

 
 

 


