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John 1:1-14 

 

We have all known dark times. We have all known moments, days, even years, when it 

seemed that long black cloud was coming down, when we couldn't see the way forward, 

when, as Psalm 69 says, the waters are up to my neck! In those moments we want 

someone or something to give us peace. Therapists, ministers, bartenders -- Somebody! 

Help me! Give me peace, bring light to this darkness. 

 

We have all been there. The darkness takes different forms: illness, grief, doubt, 

depression, fear, anger, loneliness. 

 

At Christmas we want something -- that something which will take away the darkness. 

We have an inkling that we will find it in the next package, but we don't. We have a 

vague yearning for something, but when we open the gifts, nice as they are, "it" is never 

in there, never emerges from the wrappings. That vague yearning for the darkness to go 

away remains. 

 

The gospel tells us that the something we want is given indeed at Christmas. Jesus is 

come, the light of all people, the light that enlightens everyone, the father's only son, full 

of grace and truth. 

 

Yes, times are dark. but there is light..... 

 

Jesus is the light of Truth.  

In a time when all kinds of opinions and prejudices masquerade as truths, the light of 

Jesus cuts through the darkness and brings us the truth about who God is, and how God 

loves us. We see the truth about who we are -- sinners in need of a savior -- and we see 

that Jesus is the one who opens the way to God for us. The truth is, Jesus is the one we 

need.  

 

Jesus is the light of goodness. 

Let's face it; we live in a time when all manner of behavior is accepted and encouraged. 

The law of God is laughed at. Jesus comes to show us the goodness of God, the 

righteousness of God. God is good, and evil cannot live in that light. From Jesus we 

learn, and by grace begin to act in, righteous ways.  

 

Jesus is the light of beauty.  

Isaiah says the Servant had no comeliness that we should look at him. And yet, one who 

is good and true leads us to beauty. We see what is true and honorable and just and pure, 

whatever is pleasing and commendable and excellent – these are things to think about, 

Paul says. Jesus is beautiful, and beauty leads us to Jesus.   
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Jesus is the light of faith for our doubts. 

I know -- Virgin birth? Shepherds seeing angels? Stars leading wise men across the 

desert? A savior resurrected from the dead? God become a man? Sins?  It's true -- in 

Jesus we find the faith that sustains us in spite of our doubts. Whatever it is you find 

difficult to swallow, trust in Jesus nonetheless: the light of faith will illumine your mind 

and heart.  

 

Jesus is the hope for our despair. 

Despair is literally having no hope. Part of the reason for all the anger about the 

pandemic and the solutions we need to adopt is a lack of hope. In an effort to keep the 

pain away, people fill the emptiness with all sorts of things that promise relief.  But those 

won't help. The threat of meaninglessness and despair is still there. Jesus is the hope, for 

his truth gives meaning.  

 

Jesus is the peace for our grief. 

Grief hurts. It takes time to heal. It comes back to grab you at the oddest moments. But 

despite that, we can have peace. In the midst of the pain, Jesus is the peace; for he has 

promised us life beyond this life, reunion at a heavenly banquet. Despite our grief we 

shall not be alone.  

 

Jesus is the love for our loneliness. 

People are fundamentally lonely, and so seek companionship and relationship in all kinds 

of destructive or superficial or distorted ways. Only the love of God will relieve our 

loneliness. We are created to be in relationship -- with God. Jesus comes to open that 

relationship with us.  

 

In the dark we find it easy to believe things that aren't true, to see things that aren't there. 

In the dark we find it easy to imagine that evil monsters are about to grab us. In the dark 

everything looks kind of gray, and we can't see the details too well. Whatever your 

particular darkness is, the Light of Jesus will overcome it. Take heart, believe, give 

thanks, for this night is born to you in the city of David a Savior, who is the Christ the 

Lord. 

 

Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 

 

 

 


