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Isaiah 11: 1-10 

 
Can you believe any of this? Lions and tigers and bears, and lambs lying down together? 
Little children playing with poisonous snakes? Is Isaiah playing with us? Is he out of his 
mind? Who believes this makes any sense?  
 
But this is how it will be when the earth will be full of the knowledge of God the way the 
waters cover the sea! Did you ever stand at the edge of the ocean and just look at it? 
There is so much water there. Can you imagine how much? And for the earth to be that 
full of the knowledge of God? It really is beyond the imagination!  
 
I look around the world and I wonder how the earth will ever be full of the knowledge of 
God. That doesn’t make much sense either.  There is too much pain. There is every kind 
of pain and evil you can imagine – and some I am sure we can’t conceive – in this world. 
There are natural disasters – imagine you retired to Blowing Rock, only to see a fire 
sweep in and burn up everything! There are diseases of every kind. One day you are fine; 
the next, you can barely breathe for pneumonia. There is cruelty physical, emotional, 
spiritual. You are doing fine and then one day someone says “if you only had done this, 
then your child wouldn’t be the way she is!” Your loved ones might be kidnapped. Your 
grandmother might be robbed. Your car might be stolen. The world is full, all right, of 
cruelty and evil. How can it ever get full of the knowledge of God? That knowledge 
would change everything, and I don’t see much evidence of that. Do you?  
 
But the wolf will lie down with the lamb, according to Isaiah; that is how different the 
world will be, when the Messiah comes.  Have you ever seen a wolf handle a lamb? Have 
you ever seen a predator take down his prey?  I can tell you, there is very little peace, 
very little lying down together, very little sharing. It is mostly the big one jumping on the 
other one, and taking him down. But when the Messiah comes, it will all be different. 
Then the leopard will not leap onto the neck of the antelope; then things will be totally 
different. 
 
That Isaiah – he is having visions again! And what a vision. He sees a different reality, a 
different world. He sees things that we know can never be, and proclaims that when 
Messiah comes, this is how it will be. When Messiah comes, this! As crazy as it seems, 
we read and repeat these promises year after year. These promises constitute our hope 
for the world redeemed by God through the work of his chosen Messiah, Jesus Christ.  
 
This is an alternative construal of reality. The alternative IS the reality. What we live 
with is the copy, the artificial fantasy, the error.  This is what the prophets do: they give 
us a new reality, a different way of understanding our world. God rules over the world, 
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and when we see that, we see everything in a new way. It may not be clear yet, but this is 
how it will be. Everything is not as it seems!  
 
The Messiah is to come. That is Jesus. Let’s see what this passage tells us and teaches us 
about Jesus.  
 
At the time when Jesus was born, the house of David was still known, it was still traced, 
but it wasn't much. It was not considered royal. It was nothing more than a stump. Did 
you ever cut down a tree, or trim a hedge back to a stump? After a year or so, little 
shoots start growing out of it. Left untrimmed, the bush will try to grow back. And so 
Isaiah sees a shoot growing out of the stump of Jesse. Jesse was David's father, and so 
this shoot will be in the line of David.  
 
Isaiah says a branch will grow from Jesse's roots. A branch – the Hebrew is nezer. 
Matthew picks up on this in his gospel, and says this is why Jesus came from Nazareth, 
and so was called a Nazarene. We might see that as a stretch, but to the ancients, the 
overtones of nezer – Nazareth were too much to ignore. Jesus is the branch, descended 
from David and so Jesse through his mother Mary.  
 
So we are talking about Jesus. And what does Isaiah say about this person who is 
descended from David?  He says the Spirit of God will rest upon him. The Spirit will be 
with him fully. He will know the Spirit, and so know God, and God's Spirit will know 
him. God's Spirit descended from heaven, the gospels tell us, like a dove, and landed on 
him at his baptism. The Spirit was fully with him from that time forth.  
 
The truth is, Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He is 
the Incarnation of God. He lived his life fully in the consciousness of the Spirit; he knew 
the Spirit. He knew God fully in ways we cannot.  
 
When the Spirit rested on him, it was a spirit that is named in six ways here. The church 
long ago added a seventh based on the next verse, so that they had a blessing of seven 
spirits. And so when we baptize a child, we say these very things: 
 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,  
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
 the spirit of counsel and might,  
 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
 the spirit of joy in the Lord. 
 
The first of these is the spirit of wisdom. In the scriptures, if you look at Proverbs 8, you 
will see a description of wisdom personified.  Wisdom is in Hebrew “chokmah” which is 
a feminine word, so you may see a feminine pronoun in there. Wisdom is the means by 
which God created and ordered the world. In Christian theology and understanding, the 
wisdom of God is the Logos, the ordering principle by which the universe exists and 
works. 
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For us, wisdom means something like religious prudence; it is the way of an ethical life. 
The wisdom literature in the Bible – primarily Proverbs – tells us how to live, what to 
do. It is very practical in its everyday formulation.  
 
Further, for Jesus, wisdom means that he knows how to administer the glory of God and 
the spiritual needs of mankind. Jesus knows not just what to do, but how all things 
work, how they work together. He knows how they relate, and how a properly ordered 
life fits into them. He lives with the wisdom of God guiding him.  
 
He will have the spirit of understanding. This word indicates knowing the difference 
between two things – it comes from the same root as “between.” And so it means 
knowing and understanding the difference between right and wrong, between what God 
wants and what we desire. This is a working out of wisdom in our lives. If we have 
understanding, we have what it takes to know how the will of God will be lived. Jesus 
had this: he could tell right from wrong at all times. He could tell a good man from 
another at a glance. He confounded the scribes and the Pharisees at times with his 
answers, because he had such clear understanding of God's truth.  
 
The spirit of counsel is a spirit that gives good advice. So many times we read in the 
history of Israel that the king turned to one person or another for advice and counsel. 
Wise people do this! Jesus the Messiah had the spirit of good advice, which gave him the 
guidance he needed to stay true to the course of his calling, to do what God called him to 
do, to see it through and not turn aside.  
 
It is a foolish person who will not take good advice. Sometimes we are so blinded by our 
own vanity that we can't see what is good for us to do. Sometimes we are just willful and 
want to follow our own counsel. As they say, a man who is his own lawyer has a fool for a 
client!  
 
Jesus has the spirit of might. Jesus needed courage and strength to be able to proclaim 
the gospel and go through the trauma of the cross. If we think of “gentle Jesus meek and 
mild” then we have not got a clear sense of who he was. To do what he did, to travel 
constantly, to proclaim the gospel to people who often rejected it, and finally to face the 
beatings, the lashing, and the crucifixion and finally death required great physical 
strength. He was a powerful person. He was strong.  
 
Jesus has a spirit of knowledge. This is the knowledge that leads to and comes from 
prayer. It is intimacy with God. To pray is to know God and be known by God in the 
most intimate way possible, and as we grow in prayer, we grow in that intimacy. Jesus 
had that in a way that we can only surmise. He and God were one, he says, and so he 
knows God. He knows the ways of God, the law of God, the commands of God, and 
knows all of it so well.  
 
Jesus has the fear of the Lord. This word does not mean craven fear, as we might feel 
when the police stop us, or we get mail from the IRS. It does not mean fear of pain or 
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danger. It is more like awe, reverence, gratitude, or worship. To fear the Lord is to hold 
God in proper esteem. And so Jesus has this spirit, one that knows and fears the Lord 
God in a full and intimate way.  
 
He takes delight or joy in this fear of the Lord. He can “smell” the fear of the Lord; that 
is, he knows the scent of it. He knows it the way you know how something smells. Now, 
maybe you have had an experience along the way with a scent, with an odor, that was so 
powerful you never forget it.  I had the opportunity once to clean out a freezer that had 
been unplugged, and even now, forty years later, I can tell you exactly how bad that 
chicken smelt. On the other hand, if you were to go to a church that uses incense, that 
scent stays with you for days, and at times you can smell it a long time later. The sense 
of smell is a powerful one, and so the word refers at root to knowing how the presence of 
God actually smells. It is a pleasing wonderful scent.  
 
What will the Messiah do? What will Jesus do? He will rule over the world with equity 
and justice. He will see the world get along.  He will rule with righteousness and 
faithfulness. He will not be swayed by what his eyes see or what his ears hear, that might 
deceive or distract him from the reality. He will not be turned away or fooled by the 
arguments and persuasions of men; he will rule with perfect justice.  
He will bring peace! That is the Messiah we hope for!  
 
All the animals get along because he rules over them. The nations will stop fighting 
because he rules over them. All of us will get along and submit to him because he is the 
One, the King, the one who has the Spirit of God resting on him. Jesus is the one who is 
worthy, and so we offer him our prayers and our hopes, our needs and our faith. We give 
him our lives and we live in his service, for he is our Messiah!  
 
Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


